M.A. Comprehensive Examinations

Students Admitted Fall 2005 or Later

1. Our discipline has been influenced by both the rhetorical and social science perspectives.  Compare and contrast these two traditions in terms of their approaches to the study of communication.  Select a topic relevant to our discipline and illustrate how it might be studied from a rhetorical perspective and a social science perspective.

2. Identify a particular communication practice, such as presenting a legal argument or seeking a mate, and discuss how that phenomenon would be studied using two different theories.  Identify which theoretical approach you think offers the most research promise and explain why.

3. Identify a methodological problem or controversy within the field of human communication studies.  Explain how and why the methodological problem affects the research process and/or research results. What attempts, if any, have researchers made to address the problem or what attempts should researchers make to address the problem?

4. To what extent is theorizing about human communication unified and to what extent is it a patchwork quilt? Are theories about human communication compatible and interrelated or contradictory and chaotic? Provide examples of specific theories to illustrate your answer.

5. Identify a specific ethical issue or controversy in the field of human communication. Are there established ethical approaches (e.g., ends vs. means, situational ethics/relativism, universalism, etc.) for addressing the issue?  What advice would you offer teachers, researchers, and practitioners who are facing this ethical issue?

6. Would you characterize rhetorical or qualitative approaches to the study of human communication as being competitive with or complementary to social scientific and/or quantitative approaches to the study of human communication?

7. Some communication scholars conduct research from a functionalist perspective while others use an interpretative framework.  Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of each framework. What does one gain or lose with each framework?

